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Raising Legal Age for Purchase of Tobacco Derived Products
Courtney Saffle
WVU School of Medicine, Department of Physiology
House of Representatives Bill 2331
Decreased Risk for Tobacco-Related DiseasesReduction of Addiction
The purpose of this bill is to raise the legal age for purchase of tobacco, 
tobacco products, tobacco derived products, alternative nicotine products 
and vapor products to twenty-one.
• 90 percent of cigarette smokers began smoking by the age 
of 18 years old1
• Each day, 2,100 youth and young adults become daily 
cigarette smokers1
• Each day, more than 3,200 youth aged 18 years or younger 
smoker their first cigarette1
• Tobacco use is started and established during adolescence, 
and raising the legal age would decrease the rate of 
addiction
• Tobacco use is the leading cause of preventable disease, 
disability, and ultimately death
• 4.7 million middle and high school students use at least 
one tobacco product, including e-cigarettes2
• Smoking has led to 14,000 premature deaths annually 
from cardiovascular disease2
• Smoking can cause up to 15 different forms of cancer
Improved Individual and National Financial Stability
Support for HB 2331
I am in agreement with the purpose of this House of Representatives Bill. I believe that 
the legal age for purchase of tobacco, tobacco products, tobacco derived products, 
alternative nicotine products, and vapor products to twenty-one as these products are 
unhealthy, addictive, and expensive. 
Summary Statement / What is the Impact?
I believe that the outcome of this bill is extremely important and would do a lot to help improve the health and 
finances of our state and country. West Virginia has many high statistics for use of tobacco derived products in the 
US, with most of them being higher than national averages. The best way to reinforce this bill would be to 
increase the amount of education on the topic of all tobacco related products, including the recently popular E-
cigarettes. By teaching the statistics of disease and financial stress to those under eighteen years of age, they may 
be more inclined to refuse that first smoke. Raising the legal age for purchase of tobacco products to twenty-one is 
the best idea for West Virginia. 
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• One pack of cigarettes costs approximately $5.43, which if 
purchased daily for a year would add up to be $1,982
• For an individual 18 years of age, paying that price, or a 
greater one, yearly would be debilitating for their finances 
• The United States has a yearly expenditure of 
approximately 170 billion dollars on medical care to treat 
adults who have developed smoking-related disease2
• $170 billion spent on preventable conditions every single 
year
